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WHY MARIJUANA SHOULD BE LEGALIZED
Has anyone ever been reported to have died because of consuming Marijuana? The answer to this question is an outright NO. Despite the fact that there is no anyone across the world who has ever died from marijuana consumption, marijuana remains illegal in many parts of the world with only a few nations having legalised the drug. This illegality is being enforced at the time when many nations have legalised the use of other drugs and alcohols. There have been frequent reports in the recent past of people who have died because of taking alcohol yet the consumption of such hard drinks has remained legal in virtually all parts of the world. Marijuana should be legalised everywhere in the world because it is safer than already legalised drugs, it has a very low risk of abuse, and it has many potential medical benefits.
First and foremost, marijuana should be legalised because it is much safer than the already legalized drugs. Alcohol and tobacco are two major drugs that have been legalised in nearly every corner of the contemporary world. These drugs are widely consumed by more than fifty percent of the world’s population. According to a research study conducted by Nutt et al (2007) to assess the harm caused by various drugs on consumers and other people, the results of the study revealed that alcohol causes the greatest harm to both the users and other people. In addition, the results of the study revealed that tobacco causes more harm to users and non-users than cannabis, which is an alternative name for marijuana. The fact that alcohol and tobacco are more harmful to users and non-users than marijuana yet they are already legalized means that illegalization of marijuana is an unfair act to the marijuana users (Rosenthal et al., 2003). There is urgent need to correct this unfairness and the best way to do this is to legalize marijuana in all parts of the world where it is currently illegal. In fact, if there is any drug whose consumption needs to be illegalized is alcohol because it causes harm to the largest population of both the users and the non-users.
Secondly, marijuana should be legalised everywhere in the world because it has a very low risk of abuse. One of the main reasons why marijuana is illegal in many nations of the world is the belief that marijuana is a drug that is highly addictive. Drug abuse largely arises from addiction that people develop towards the drug (O’Brien, 2011). The belief that marijuana is a strongly addicting drug has made many nations to believe that it has the highest risk of being abused by the users. However, this notion is wrong because some drugs that are already legalised have higher addiction rates that marijuana. According to O’Brien (2011), marijuana only leads to addiction of only 9 percent of adult users compared to cocaine and heroine whose addiction rate of users is at 20 percent and 25 percent respectively. The medical report as well indicates that the most addicting drug in the world is tobacco, which leads to 30 percent of its users dependent on it (O’Brien, 2011). From this report, it is clearly evident that the notion of marijuana being highly addictive is wrong. In fact, marijuana is one of the drugs that have the least addiction effect on its users. With such low addiction rate, marijuana has a very low risk of being abused by its users. Tobacco has the highest addiction rate to its users and hence has the highest risk of being abused. Despite the high risk of abuse, tobacco is legal in all nations of the world yet marijuana that has the least risk of abuse is illegal in most parts of the world. This is unfair and the low addiction effect and the consequent lower risk of abuse makes marijuana a drug that should be legalised in everywhere in the world so that its users can enjoy the freedom to consume it.
Another reason why marijuana should be legalised all over the world is that it has many potential medical benefits and purposes to which it can be put to. One of the greatest medical benefits of marijuana is that it works extremely well in relieving nausea (Ogborne et al., 2000). Nausea is one of the most notorious side effects of chemotherapy. Chemotherapy is the main method used for the treatment of cancer and hence marijuana is highly beneficial to cancer patients who frequently experience nausea after undergoing chemotherapy. In addition, marijuana is an effective appetizer and can be used to boost people’s appetite (Robson, 2001). This has proved to be particularly important to people suffering from HIV/AIDs who end up losing their appetite as the side effect of the ARVs that they take on a daily basis. Such patients are required to feed properly and marijuana helps them a lot in boosting their appetite. Another medical use to which marijuana can put is that it can help to ease chronic pain and to relax muscle tension and spasms (Robson, 2001). With all these kinds of medical benefits, marijuana should be legalized everywhere to allow people to reap the maximum benefit from this drug.
Despite having all the above and other benefits, there are still many counterarguments which oppose the legalization of marijuana and support its illegal status. One of the main counterarguments is that marijuana is a highly terrible drug for the users’ mental health. This is to say that the use of marijuana increases the chances of developing mental disorders like depression and hallucinations (Nutt et al, 2007). Theses are very serious mental problems that have affected many marijuana users and which are not easy to treat. Additional arguments contend that marijuana is highly addictive for some people and that the drug has terrible effects on the physical health of the users. However, these arguments do not hold enough ground upon which marijuana should be illegalized because there are many people who suffer depression and experience hallucinations yet they are not marijuana users. This means that depressions and hallucinations are mental disorders that are caused by many other factors other than marijuana and hence marijuana should not be held responsible for such problems. In terms of addiction, there are other drugs like tobacco which are more addictive to users than marijuana yet they are legal and hence marijuana should be legalised as well. Alcohol is known to be destructive to liver and the general physical health of users yet it is legal. Marijuana has a many medicinal benefits to the physical health of users and hence should be legalised elsewhere in the world.
In conclusion, and as it can be seen from the above discussion, it is clearly evident that marijuana is safer than already legalised drugs, it has a very low risk of abuse, and it has many potential medical benefits and hence should be legalised everywhere in the world. Though contrary arguments contend that marijuana causes mental disorders like depression and hallucinations, these disorders are experienced more by people who do not use marijuana than the active users. This means that marijuana is not the main cause of depression and hallucinations. In fact, marijuana can be used to relieve nausea, ease chronic pain and to relax muscle tension and spasms. Therefore, marijuana is more beneficial than harmful and hence it should be legalized everywhere in the world.
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